
SOUTH ELGIN AND COUTYRSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OFFICIAL RECORD 

 

 

DATE: February 9, 2015  

 

PRESENT: Rick Cox, Scott Melahn, Mary Van Winkle, Chief Sohn 

 

ABSENT: Rick Bohlman, Jeffrey Speyers 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

The regular monthly meeting for the South Elgin and Countryside Fire Protection District was called to order on 

February 9, 2015 at the South Elgin Fire Department, Station #22, 2055 McDonald Rd. South Elgin, IL Kane 

County, IL at 19:00 hours. 

 

A motion was made by Scott Melahn and seconded by Mary Van Winkle to accept the minutes from the January 

12, 2015 meeting, the motion passed unanimously with Rick Cox and Mary Van Winkle abstaining. The 

Treasurer’s Report at the end of January showed a balance of $6,626,155.55 and the balance as of the meeting 

was $6,438,677.84. There were accounts payable payments made of checks 12018 thru 12095 and payroll checks 

of 10778 thru 10801.  Mary Van Winkle made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Scott Melahn seconded 

the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. A motion was made by Scott Melahn to pay the bills for 

January in the amount of $187,477.71. Mary Van Winkle seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. Check 

# 12017 was written out of system to Fire Tec Apparatus Sales for their percentage for selling Engine 23. A 

motion was made by Mary Van Winkle to ratify check # 12017 in the amount of $1000.00. Scott Melahn 

seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Chief Sohn recognized Black Shift for a call on February 2
nd

, 2015. The call was for a child falling through the 

ice into a creek near Wildwood Drive. Chief Sohn noted that Acting Officer Mick Krasowski did an exceptional 

job leading the shift during this rescue. All involved did an excellent job: Mick Krasowski, Jeremy Montgomery, 

Scott Diehl, Anthony Rodgers, Walter Antos, Shannon Harms and Probationary FF/PM Dan Cooper. 

 

Chief Sohn also wanted to recognize Matt Turnquist (not present) for all the time he has been putting in 

maintaining/repairing our apparatus. His efforts help to save our district money as going to an outside source for 

repairs/maintenance would cost us a great deal more. Thank you Matt and all the others that are involved in our 

vehicle maintenance! 

 

REPORTS 

 

President – No report 

 

Fire Chief – No report 

 

Attorney – No report 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Engine 23 – The engine sold to a fire department in Pennsylvania for S10, 000.00. The department was in dire 

need of an engine. 

 

Lindsey from Andres answered questions for possible rate changes for our ambulance billing. The Board would 

like to think and talk about the proposed changes, and possibly approve the changes next month when have a full 

board. 

 

Fire Recovery Program – The board has thoroughly discussed this program in the past months and has decided 

that it will be a positive addition to SECFPD.  Mary Van Winkle made a motion to approve Ordinance 15-157, 

establishing and implementing a program to charge mitigation rates for the deployment of emergency and non-



emergency services by the fire department for services provided/rendered for the South Elgin & Countryside Fire 

Protection District. Scott Melahn seconds the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Chief Sohn plans on representing the District at an open house for the new residents of Thornwood on February 

21
st
, at the Thornwood Clubhouse from noon to 3 pm. Chief Sohn invited the Trustees and anyone interested to 

join him, lunch will be provided. 

 

Rick Cox reported to the board that he has written letters recommending Rick Bohlman and Jeff Speyers for 

reappointment to the board. Britta will mail these letters to Board Chairman Chris Lauzen tomorrow.   

 

Chief Sohn informed the board that POC FF/PM Luis Carbajal had secured a full time firefighter position and 

has turned in his resignation. Luis has served SECFPD well and will be missed, we wish him well in his new 

position. 

 

Scott Melahn made a motion to suspend the monthly meeting and move to Closed Session to discuss a personnel 

and property matter @ 19:29. Jeff Speyers seconded the motion, and the meeting adjourned to Closed Session.  

 

Closed session for the South Elgin and Countryside Fire Protection District was called to order on February 9, 

2015 at the South Elgin Fire Department, Station #22, 2055 McDonald Rd. South Elgin, IL Kane County, IL at 

19:29 hours. 

 

A motion to close the Closed Session at 19:49 was made by Scott Melahn and seconded by Mary Van Winkle, 

the motion passed unanimously.  

 

The regular meeting reconvened at 19:50. Rick Cox, Scott Melahn and Mary Van Winkle present. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Swearing in of Fulltime FF/PM Dan Cooper – President Rick Cox swears FF/PM Dan Cooper, Dan’s wife Lisa 

pins his badge on him. 

 

Chief Sohn shows a nice plaque that Essex FD sent us in appreciation of the hydraulic tools that we donated to 

their department.  

 

Chief Sohn wanted to show his appreciation for the shift guys involved in a car vs. house call. The car went 

completely into the house and chief was proud of how the shift guys handled the challenging situation.  

 

No Public Comment 

 

There being no further business to come before the board on a motion duly made by Mary Van Winkle and 

seconded by Scott Melahn, the meeting was adjourned at 19:57  hours after the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rick Bohlman 


