
SOUTH ELGIN AND COUTYRSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OFFICIAL RECORD 

 

 

DATE: May 11, 2015  

 

PRESENT: Rick Cox, Rick Bohlman, Jeffrey Speyers, Mary Van Winkle, Scott Melahn, Chief Sohn 

 

ABSENT: None  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

The regular monthly meeting for the South Elgin and Countryside Fire Protection District was called to order on 

May 11, 2015 at the South Elgin Fire Department, Station #22, 2055 McDonald Rd. South Elgin, IL Kane 

County, IL at 19:00 hours. 

 

A motion was made by Rick Bohlman and seconded by Mary Van Winkle to accept the minutes from the April 

13, 2015 meeting. The motion passed unanimously. The Treasurer’s Report at the end of April showed a balance 

of $5,445,276.55 and the balance as of the meeting was $5,254,471.30. There were accounts payable payments 

made of checks 12269 thru 12338 and payroll checks of 10842 thru 10863. Check #12176 was voided because it 

smeared when it printed, it was reprinted as 12177. Mary Van Winkle made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s 

Report. Jeff Speyers seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. Mary Van Winkle seconded, and 

the motion passed unanimously. A motion was made by Jeff Speyers to pay the bills for May in the amount of 

$190,805.25. Rick Bohlman seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

REPORTS 

 

President – President Cox thanks the board and the District for all the wonderful years as a trustee.  

 

Fire Chief – Chief informs the board that the shift guys visited a critically ill little girl in our District for her 

birthday. Sparky was able to make a special appearance. The parents were very thankful and a good time was 

had by all. 

 

Chief reminds the board that NIAFPD has classes scheduled if any of them need additional Trustee Training. 

 

Soon to be Captain Starr will receive his Chief Officers Certificate on May 28
th

. We are proud of Lt Starr as this 

is the highest firefighter’s certificate in the State of IL.  

 

Attorney – No report 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

A month ago our Chiefs and Mike Rothecker met with Elgin Dispatch to negotiate rates for our new contract. 

We are looking at a significant increase, most likely 35-40% raise. There is no update at this time as Chief has 

just today received an updated contract, but did not have the time to read it over.  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

We will be receiving some grant money from IPRF (16,169.00) to purchase 3 slightly used thermal imaging 

cameras from Airone. Our IPRF representative Randall House joined the shift guys for training with the cameras 

in Elgin a few months ago and was able to pave the way for us to secure the grant.  

 

We no longer have a use for the old hose reel and FF/PM Lippold thinks he may possibly have a buyer. Rick 

Bohlman made a motion to surplus the hose reel. Scott Melahn seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

 



Mary Van Winkle made a motion to accept the proposed meeting dates for the 15/16 fiscal year: 6/8/15, 7/13/15, 

8/10/15, 9/14/15, 10/12/15, 11/9/15, 12/14/15, 1/11/16, 2/8/16, 3/14/16, 4/11/16 & 5/9/16. Jeff Speyers seconded 

the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

By state statue the Foreign Fire Board should be managing their money entirely on their own and will begin 

doing so starting in the new fiscal year (June 1, 2015). They will still be held to the same standards by law.  

 

Mary Van Winkle makes a motion to reappoint Shane Hamilton to the Board of Fire Commissioners. Jeff 

Speyers seconds the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

President Cox swore in SECFPD’s three new captains; Captain Matthew Starr, Captain Michael Rothecker and 

Captain Justin Cox. 

 

Chief Sohn presents President Cox with a commemorative bugle thanking him for all his years of service as both 

firefighter and trustee.  

 

The Union Board presents President Cox with a plaque.  

 

Some of the ladies presented a gift to President Cox’s wife Debbie for all he years of helping out the firefighters 

wives and with the Auxiliary.  

 

South Elgin Honor Guard presented a flag ceremony in Rick Cox’s honor. 

 

No Public Comment 

 

Jeff Speyers made a motion to suspend the monthly meeting and move to Closed Session to discuss personnel 

and property matters @ 19:48. Mary Van Winkle seconded the motion, and the meeting adjourned to Closed 

Session.  

 

Closed session for the South Elgin and Countryside Fire Protection District was called to order on May 11, 2015 

at the South Elgin Fire Department, Station #22, 2055 McDonald Rd. South Elgin, IL Kane County, IL at 19:55 

hours. 

 

A motion to close the Closed Session at 20:07 was made by Rick Bohlman and seconded by Jeff Speyers, the 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

The regular meeting reconvened at 20:08. PRESENT: Rick Cox, Rick Bohlman, Scott Melahn, Jeffrey Speyers, 

Mary Van Winkle, Chief Sohn. 

 

There being no further business to come before the board on a motion duly made by Rick Bohlman and seconded 

by Jeff Speyers, the meeting was adjourned at 20:08  hours after the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rick Bohlman 


